
Iridectomy was found very difficult, owing to the extreme narrow-
ness of the anterior chamber. It was performed on the right eye Jan-
uary 19th, and a fair piece of iris was excised. Seven hours after the
operation severe pain came on, but was relieved by fomentations. Four
days elapsed before the anterior chamber was reestablished. On the
27th a clear view of the fundus could be obtained, and the optic disc
was found to be slightly cupped. Vision had increased to ^, and was
daily improving. Mydriasis was still extreme ; tension much less.
I had anticipated that the operation on the right eye might lead to a

fresh attack of glaucoma in the left. Up to the present date, however,
(February 11th) none has occurred.

ARSENICAL WALL PAPERS.
BY FRANCIS H. BROWN, M. D.

Some two or three years ago, following the reading of a paper on
arsenic papers, in the Boston Society of Medical Observation, a com-
mittee was appointed to memorialize the legislature for the passage of
a law to prevent or control the use of arsenical pigments in articles of
domestic use. The petition was signed by representatives of twelve or
fourteen of the medical societies throughout the State, and was presented
to the legislature in due form. At the call of the committee of the
senate on the judiciary, well-known physicians appeared before them
and urged sanitary reform. The subject was fully discussed, reference
was made to numerous cases of poisoning, of long and tedious illness,
of permanent invalidism, and all the other results, and the committee
themselves admitted that the evil was a serious one, and should be
abated. Attention was at the same time called to the great danger
arising from the use of green tarlatan and other clothing fabrics, of the
coloring mattej' of confectionery, of the glazed green papers employed
to cover lozenges and in the kindergarten schools. It was admitted
that the delicate and beautiful tints of the arsenical pigments, their
cheapness, and the ease with which they are worked make them desir-
able agents, so far as the manufacturers are concerned, but such consid-
erations could hardly be valid where the health of the people is con- .

cerned. At the same session of the committee a series of German
wall papers with purely vegetable colors were shown, which give equally
brilliant, enduring, and satisfactory results.
The committee, however, felt themselves justified in declining to ad-

vise legislation at that time. It is to be hoped that at some future time,
and with the hearty aid of the profession, another attempt to secure

sanitary legislation in this direction will be more successful.
Since that time a typical case of arsenic poisoning from wall papers
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has occurred which is worth putting on record. A previously healthy
young lady had slept for six years in a room having on its walls a beau-
tiful paper in two shades of green. Her home was in a very healthy
locality in one of the suburban towns ; her manner of life was particu-
larly health giving, and she exercised freely in the open air. To these
circumstances are probably due her exemption from disease for a con-
siderable period.
Of late years she had engaged in the study of vocal music to fit her-

self for public singing, and for this purpose she had come into the city
twice a week.
For several months she had had symptoms of general malaise. She

had first noticed headache, sleepiness, exhaustion, with slight and occa-
sional pains in the left side and right shoulder. Her tongue had been
coated for some months, and she had had a brassy taste in the mouth,
nausea at times, with no known cause for it, great thirst, and capricious
appetite. No diarrhoea or other noticeable irregularity of the bowels.
For some time she had had nasal catarrh, especially after singing or
talking; a tendency to take long breaths ; a hard, dry cough ; and some
soreness of the throat. Her voice failed her, and she was obliged to
abandon her singing. No other disturbances of the respiratory organs
noticed.
For several years she had had weak eyes ; latterly they had ached,

particularly in the morning, and had caused her much trouble. Con-
siderable emaciation, hot flushes, headache almost constantly, occasional
cramps. During a visit of a fortnight away from home she "felt like
a new person," and her symptoms almost entirely disappeared, to return
again the next day after reaching home.
I examined the paper on her room, and found it heavily loaded with

arsenic. On my recommendation it was at once removed, and the room
thoroughly cleansed ; the patient recovered her health at once.
In the same connection my attention has been called to a series of

bright-colored papers, employed in kindergartens for young children,
for purposes of ornament and for the manufacture of variegated mats
and other attractive objects. One of these papers is of a bright green
color, both glazed and unglazed. It is the same article which was for-
merly, and perhaps now, employed to cover lozenges and other confec-
tions. I have analyzed it qualitatively, and found it to contain arsenic
in considerable amount. According to Dr. Draper's statement in the
State Report for 1872, apparently the same paper contains 8.67 grains
of the pigment to the square foot, representing some fifty per cent, of
arsenious acid. Cases of serious poisoning of children by these papers
have already occurred, and when it is remembered that the mouth of a
young child is so frequently the receptacle of what is nearest at hand,
we may well congratulate ourselves that more frequent cases of poison-
ing do not offener occur. The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
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